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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
 
 

Regular Scheduled Meeting - Minutes 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 – 6:00 PM 

Members Present 
Steve Fuchs – Chairman 
Tim Cashion – Vice-Chairman 
Jeffery White 
Richard McDonald 
Andy Olsen – Alternate 
 

Members Not Present 
Stanley Friedman 

Mitchell St. Clair - Alternate 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Director, Development Services 
Glen Moore, Planner Administrator 

Dawn Maye, Administrative Support 
 

 

I. Opening of the meeting 

1. Chairman, Steve Fuchs, opened the meeting explaining that Mr. Stanley Friedman and 
Mr. Mitchell St. Clair would not be attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Andy Olson, an 
alternate member, will be taking the place of Mr. Friedman. 

II. Invocation 

1. A moment of silence was taken. 

III. Roll Call 

1. A silent roll call was taken by staff.  All members were present with the exception of 
Mr. Stanley Friedman and Mr. Mitchell St. Clair. 

IV. Old Business 

1. None. 

V. New Business 

1. A request has been received from Michael Moore for a Variance to locate a mobile 
home at 164 New Hope Road, Washington, NC.  The property is zoned RA-20 
(Residential Agricultural) and would require a Variance in order to locate a mobile 
home on this property. 
 
o Mr. Michael Moore, came forward and was sworn in. 

o Mr. Moore explained that he had previously lived on the property in question.  He 
was laid off at National Spinning and loss the modular home that was located at 
164 New Hope Road.  Mr. Moore has lived on this farm all of his life and would 
appreciate if the Board would let his wife and himself to move back to where we 
had started.  We have had hard times, but it feels good to find a place that we can 
call home. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, the mobile home will be to the back of the property and 
sometime in the past there was a mobile home located on the back of the 
property?  Mr. Moore, yes.  Mr. Fuchs, asked to explain on the location of that 
mobile home?  Mr. Moore, there was a modular home located in the same location 
in 1995.  At that time a lot of the plants closed down and Mr. Moore was working at 
one of the biggest plants in Washington, National Spinning.  National Spinning 
closed at the sometime that Mr. Moore had four (4) children and two (2) were in  
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college.  Mr. Moore was doing the best that he could in this situation.  At this time 
all four (4) are adults and have their own homes.  Mr. Fuchs, the old house in the 
front of the property, will that be torn down or as part of this will the house remain 
where it is located?  Mr. Moore, it will remain at its current location.  That house 
was my father’s house and the house holds a lot of memories.  My niece is 
supposed to be renovating the house after I leave.  Mr. Fuchs, I know that the 
house is not the reason we are here tonight, but the house needs a lot of work, it 
almost looks like it needs to be torn down.  Mr. Moore, the outside is really bad, but 
the inside is in better shape. 

o Mr. Steve Fuchs, what size mobile home are you wanting to place on this 
property?  Mr. Moore, a doublewide with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths.  Mr. Fuchs, is it 
a 24’ x 50’ or 24’ x 60’?  Someone from the audience spoke up and stated that the 
double wide is a 28’ x 56’.  Mr. Fuchs, it is a 28’ x 56’ and it is a doublewide not a 
modular?  Mr. Moore, yes.  Mr. Fuchs, the previous modular what happened to that 
home in 1995?  Mr. Moore, the home was reposed due to National Spinning 
closing and his children’s college.  Mr. Moore had to move from job to job and got a 
job thru Mega Force and Mr. Moore has a job a Grady White Boats.  Mr. Moore 
has been employed for six (6) years. 

o Mr. Steve Fuchs, is there a septic tank, water and electricity already located on the 
back of the property?  Mr. Moore, yes.  Mr. Fuchs, the road going to the property 
from the highway, is road in good condition to be driven upon?  Mr. Moore, yes. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked for any questions from the Board.  Mr. Jeffery 
White, the location where you are going to install the trailer is it cleared?  Mr. 
Moore, yes.  Mr. White, the entire area is in good condition?  Mr. Moore, where the 
existing modular home was located, the entire areas has been cleared.  Mr. White, 
when they come to install the doublewide will there be any problems setting up the 
doublewide and the area around the doublewide all that is in good shape?  Mr. 
Moore, yes.  Mr. Tim Cashion, will the doublewide be visible from the road?  Mr. 
Moore, no, it is not visible from the road.  Mr. Cashion, it is far enough back and it 
has some woods not to be visible?  Mr. Moore, there is woods on all sides of the 
double wide and also the house owned by my niece, Nicole White will also block 
the view of my trailer. 

o Mr. Fuchs, what is the total acreage of the property?  Mr. Moore, where the 
doublewide will be located is an acre and Mr. Moore purchased an acre also.  Mr. 
Fuchs, on the map it looks like more than one (1) acre.  Mr. Moore, combined is 
two (2) acres.  The two (2) acres were purchased together and my father gave me 
permission to place the modular home on the property.  Mr. Fuchs, the land that 
the doublewide is being installed when was that property purchased?  Mr. Moore, 
1967.  

o Mr. Fuchs, were you aware that according to the City of Washington Zoning 
Ordinance that the property was located in a RA-20 were no mobile homes can be 
installed?  Mr. Moore, was not aware that the city had stop allowing mobile homes, 
because that is all that is out on the surrounding property. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, any more questions from the Board?  Anyone from the 
audience that would like to speak in favor to the request?  One person came 
forward and was asked to step up to the podium. 

o Mr. Steve Norris, came forward to speak in favor to the request and was sworn in.  
Mr. Norris has been working with Mr. Moore and made him aware that his property 
was located in the ETJ of the City of Washington.  As the Board heard him say that 
he did not know that the property had changed.  His family has owned this property 
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since 1967.  Mr. Moore has been a tax payer, loss his home and job like a lot of 
people when some of the big corporations closed their facilities.  He has since 
obtained new employment and has built up his credit to purchase a doublewide 
mobile home. The home located on the front of the property is below the standard 
of living and needs a lot of repair.  Mr. Moore is currently living in that home with 
his niece.  Mr. Norris, thinks that the reason the City placed this ETJ was to provide 
a higher standard of living for people that are living near to the City Limits.  That is 
what Mr. Moore is trying to do, he trying to provide his family a home that will meet 
those standards.  Unfortunately for Mr. Moore, he does not have the financial 
means to meet some of that criteria, which is a modular home.  The minimum 
house that Mr. Moore can meet is a mobile home.  This is something that would 
meet the standards of living and provide a nice living for his family. 

o Mr. Fuchs, are you in the mobile home business?  Mr. Norris, yes.  Mr. Fuchs, tell 
us what the difference is between a doublewide and a modular home.  Mr. Norris, 
he could put a doublewide and a modular beside each other and you could not tell 
the difference from the outside.  Only when you get into the options and upgrades 
and going to second and third floors you can tell a difference.  From the entry level 
that is absolutely no difference.  But, concerning the exterior the only difference is 
that the double wide roof is a 3:12 pitch roof and a modular is a 5:12 pitch roof.  
This house will be sitting 300 feet from the road.  You will not be able see the 
home.  It will be sitting behind the old home and there is a single wide between that 
and then Mr. Moore’s house.  The doublewide probably will not be visible at any 
point because there is woods on the left, right and at the rear.  Mr. Norris 
approached the Board to show them pictures of the exact home that Mr. Moore has 
purchased.  

o Mr. Fuchs, is this the exact home that Mr. Moore is purchasing?  Mr. Norris, this is 
the exact home that he purchased.  Mr. Fuchs, this is a 28’ x 56’?  Mr. Norris, yes.  
Mr. Fuchs, will the home be 36” above the ground?  Mr. Norris, yes.  Mr. Fuchs, 
will the doublewide be underpinned?  Mr. Norris, yes, Mr. Moore has vinyl.  In six 
(6) to twelve (12) months Mr. Moore hopes to have the budget for brick installed.  
The other picture provided shows the foundation of the preexisting home that was 
on the property previously.  Mr. Fuchs, will the new home sit on top of the existing 
foundation?  Mr. Norris, will be set in front of the preexisting porch that is shown on 
the pictures.  The brick will be the porch. 

o Mr. Norris, approaches the Board to show a picture of were the home will be 
located from the highway.  Mr. Jeffery White, how far is this property from 
Northgate Subdivision?  Mr. Norris, was told that this property was 300 feet from 
the ETJ.  If it was 300 feet closer to Highway 17 the property would be out of the 
ETJ.  Staff, referring to Power Point showing the City Limits and ETJ.  Mr. Fuchs, if 
approved when will the mobile home be installed?  Mr. Norris, immediately. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, requested to ask questions from Staff.  Mr. Fuchs, the old 
house on the property, does that fall into the minimum standard of housing?  Staff, 
that is a question for inspections and will check with inspections.  Mr. Fuchs, he 
understands Mr. Moore circumstances, but the house is an eye sore to the 
community and to ask for approval and to allow the old house to stay seems to be 
a lot to ask from the Board.  Mr. Fuchs, asked the Director of Development 
Services if this house is enforced in the ETJ standards.  Staff, responded only in 
the first mile of the ETJ.   Mr. Fuchs, ask Staff to explain the Ra-20 and what is 
allowed and not allowed. 

o Staff, RA-20 District, residential portion include residential home and modular units.  
Staff went before City Council to ask that they add in doublewides with brick 
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foundation in the ETJ and was not successful.  The issue was with hurricanes and 
wanting stronger structures, is how the City Council justified their ruling.  For some 
clarity, the last variance request was concerning a mobile home on Whootentown 
Road, also a RA-20 District.  That was a little different circumstances, there 
variance request was from the Grandfather clause and there was a difference in 
opinion if it was a few months up to one (1) year.  Mr. Fuchs, they went back with a 
modular home?  Staff, no, they went with a mobile home and the mobile home was 
already there but had been torn down.  That was a variance under the Grandfather 
clause pertaining to six (6) months to one (1) year.  This variance comes from the 
Table of Use that does not allow mobile homes.  Mr. Fuchs, he believes that 
everything Mr. Moore has testified to tonight is true, was there any proof that there 
was a home at this location.  Mr. White, the porch is proof that there was a mobile 
home on the property. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked for any questions for Staff. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked if anyone would like to speak in favor for this 
request?  No one came forward. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked if anyone would like to speak against this request?  
No one came forward. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, closed the Public hearing.  Chairman, asked Staff for the 
Findings of Fact.  Staff came forward and read the following Findings of Fact. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Applicant: Michael Moore 
Location: 164 New Hope Road 
Request: Variance – A request has been made for a Variance from Section 40-93 of 

the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance Table of Permitted Uses in order to locate a 
mobile home at 164 New Hope Road.  The property is zoned RA-20 and mobile homes 
are not permitted within this zoning district.   

1.  The property in question is currently zoned RA-20. 
2.  The property in question meets all the residential lot requirements set forth in the 

zoning ordinance for RA-20 Districts with the exception of the requested variance. 
3.  Proper notice was given to adjacent property owners and none have voiced any 

objections or concerns to the request. 
4.  In granting the variance the Board has determined the proposed use would not be 

detrimental to the surrounding property. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked for questions from the Board.  Mr. White, stated 
that he had no objection to the request due to there was a trailer before and the 
distance from the main road.  Mr. Tim Cashion, agreed with Mr. White.  Mr. Andy 
Olsen, hopes that this would provide a nice home for Mr. Moore. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked for a motion. 

 Jeffery White made the following motion: I move that the Board of Adjustment grant the 
request for a Variance to Michael Moore from the Table of Permitted Uses in order to 
locate a mobile home at 164 New Hope Road based on the aforementioned Findings of 
Fact..  Andy Olsen seconded the motion and all voted 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The 
motion passed. 
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VI. Other Business 

1. None 

VIII Approval of Minutes – December 12, 2019 

 Andy Olsen made a motion to approve the December 12, 2019 minutes.  Richard 
McDonald seconded the motion all voted 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The minutes 
passed. 

X Adjourn. 

1. There being no other business  

 Jeffery White made a motion to adjourn.  Andy Olsen second the motion all voted 5 in 
favor and 0 opposed.  Meeting was adjourned. 


